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Warping the Loom—Simplified Instructions

The warp is tied on at the bottom, wrapped around the outside of the loom a specific
number of times, and tied off at the bottom again. For a sett of 8epi the warps are spaced
at approximately 1/4”. The front and back warps are brought the center with string. A
false hem is added, topped by a row of double half-hitches made with sewing thread.

Make sure at least an inch or more of the threaded rods show on each side of the loom, so
the tension can be adjusted later, if necessary.

Calculate the number of warps needed. This warp will include a guide string on either side
of the warp.

Formula: The sett (ends per inch) X number of inches. Divide that by two and add 1. That
number is the total number of times the warp crosses over the top bar of the loom. For
example, a sett of 8epi X 5 inches=40. 40/2=20. 20+1=21.

Warping Procedure: Tie on around the bottom bar. Wrap the warp around the loom (no
figure 8) the number of times you calculated, then tie off at the bottom.

Foundation: Bring the back and front warps together in the center of
the loom. Use a length of warp 3 1/2 times the width of the loom. Tie -
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onto the left side, about 2 inches above the bottom bar, using a really
tight double knot. Carefully, keeping the warps in order, push down the
front warps, pull up the back warps and take the string through the
shed.

Carry the string around the right side of the loom, pull it really tight and
tie a double half hitch to hold the tension. Take the string back through
the open shed created by the top pipe. Carry it around the left pipe
again, and tie a double half hitch around both strings.

The third time, take the string back through the closed shed, repeating
the first step. Go around the right side pipe, tie all three strings togeth-
er with a double half hitch.

Spacing the warps: While spacing the warps, also push the three
foundation strings as close to each other as possible, and make them
parallel to the bottom bar of the loom.

Use a ruler. Put the 2nd warp on each side at the width the warp is to

be. Push the first warps on each side to about 1/8” outside

those. Leaving those 4 warps in place, evenly space the rest of Il Ill lll II “” II”I“"I l““l ”“u”"ll
S G i st 1)

the warps. (Look at the spacing to determine evenness, don’t

try to space them with the ruler.)
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False Hem: Choosing to eliminate the rolled or folded-back hem on small tapestries eliminates that bump on each
end. Use a length of scrap yarn that fits in the warp spacing and weave at least 5 passes or about 1/2”. Include the
guide strings. Use this time to make sure the warps are evenly spaced and are the correct width. To get the smoothest
bottom edge, weave one pass with a very thin weft yarn.

Double Half Hitches: Do not include the guide strings. The double half hitches made with sewing thread around each
single warp create the bottom of the tapestry. Everything below this is removed after the tapestry is off the loom. The
tightly tied half hitches do not easily slip. They keep the weft from falling off the warp. Tie onto the 2nd warp from the
left, using a square knot and leaving a tail about 2 inches long (to be sewn in later).

Step 1: Run the entire length of the thread from left to right behind the next warp. (In this case that is warp 3.) This is
the set up and it puts the thread on the back of the weaving. Treat each warp individually, one at a time.

Step 2: Make a half hitch this way: Put a big loop of thread on the right side of the warp you just passed behind. Take
the thread over the warp, under the warp from left to right, and through the big loop. Pull it down to the false hem,
and then pull it tight.

Step 3: Repeat Step 2 on the same warp. Continue across warp, one at a time, ending on right warp next to guide.

Tie-on and Step 1, Pass the thread behind Step 2 Half Hitch, Over, under, through Step 3 Repeat Step 2 on same warp to
the next warp. the loop, pull it down, then tight. make double half hitch.
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Warp ends secured with double half hitches across width of warp, leaving both guide warps untied.

If the design allows, weave one pass of thin weft across the top. Then add a row of double half hitches to secure the
weft. It is not necessary to weave another false hem. Leave at least 2 inches of warp at the top of the tapestry when it
is cut off the loom, to aid in finishing.




